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It has long been asserted that medical professionals in Japan need English skills. However, needs
analyses of medical professionals in Japan has not been sufficiently conducted. The presenter will describe
a mixed-methods research project aiming to reveal the English needs of medical professionals in Shikoku.
First, a bi-weekly series of conferences conducted in English among a group of surgeons at a local hospital,
which the presenter was invited to attend as an English advisor, will be described. Over one year, the
presenter observed these doctors’ actual English practices and needs, following ethnographic studies of
scientists (e.g., Bazerman, 1988). These doctors often lacked basic presentation and pragmatic skills; this

lack was more problematic than a lack of medical English knowledge. Second, the presenter will introduce
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a recently-launched study, funded by MEXT, which will use questionnaires and interviews to reveal how
doctors and nurses in Shikoku use English and think about English education. A questionnaire was piloted
by 46 doctors and nurses in Kagawa prefecture. Results indicate that participants are largely unsatisfied
with their university English education, but feel a clear need for English and some stress in having to use
English. The majority expressed a need for more English speaking practice at university. The presenter will
conclude by stressing the importance of needs-based curricula and general English education for students

with scientific majors.
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