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#3% 1 : Do Applied Improvisation exercises boost compassion in Japanese university
students? (CHAIELIRAARAKRFAED [HNLD | 2@ 5 D))
Ian Willey (Kagawa University)

Applied improvisation (AI), which adapts the aims of improvisational theater to
boost learners’ empathy and communication skills, has gained attention among educators
worldwide. However, the extent to which Al boosts learners’ empathy or communication
skills has not been investigated. This study examined the effect of Al exercises using the
Compassion Scale, developed by Pommier, Neff, and Téth-Kiraly (2020). Compassion is
defined here as empathy combined with a willingness to act. Participants were students
in four general English courses at one national university, divided by major: education
(n=20); nursing (n=19); medicine (n=16), and economics/design (n=16). The instructor
spent 10-15 minutes in each class of the 15-week semester having students engage in Al
exercises. Students filled in the Compassion Survey in the first and last classes. Mean
scores were compared for each student and between courses using t-tests. All three
groups showed gains in compassion means; this difference was significant for the
education and economics/design groups. The medical students’ compassion scores were
significantly higher than those of all other groups. Irregularity of class format due to the
pandemic may have affected findings. Though initial results appear promising, further
research is needed to confirm the link between Al and compassion in Japanese learners,

and whether it will boost their willingness to act in communicative situations.

#3% 2 : Using Peer-Tutors in a TOEIC S & W Preparation Class (TOEIC S & W #l& %t
R TATOET « Fa—H—0DIEH)
Gerardine McCrohan (Kagawa University)

The TOEIC S & W has been a Self-Access Center (SAC) course at Kagawa University
since the inception of the SAC in 2014. In 2019 we adopted a “peer-tutoring” approach to
one of the classes for the speaking section of the test. Five students who had taken the
test before and who had achieved high scores agreed to become peer-tutors. At the end
of the course, both the peer-tutors and student participants were asked to complete a
questionnaire to help us discover first, how students evaluated classes taught by peer-
tutors, and second, what the peer-tutors thought about their experiences. In addition,
we interviewed eight students and all five peer-tutors. The findings revealed that a peer-
tutoring program may be a conducive method for students to practice the language needed
for this section of the test. Both the peer-tutors and students expressed high degrees of
satisfaction with this teaching methodology, particularly with regards the use of L1 to
facilitate understanding, vocabulary acquisition, exam question technique, and
confidence-building. However, both groups were hesitant over the teaching of

pronunciation and intonation by the non-native speaker peer-tutors. We concluded that
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peer-tutoring could be a useful support system in promoting language use and acquisition

among university students, even in exam preparation classes.
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