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@ The preconceptions and needs of students preparing for the IELTS

As we recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, students are once again looking at overseas
study and for this, many are required to take English proficiency exams such as the TOEFL
or IELTS. At this university, medical students wishing to participate in exchange programmes
with British universities need an IELTS band of between 6 and 7.5. A questionnaire
administered in 2022 found students had high anxiety regarding the speaking and writing
sections, and were concerned about the lack of IELTS preparation classes. To help alleviate
their fears and provide formal IELTS preparation classes, we conducted an intensive 3-day
course in August 2023 where students participated in simulated interviews with native British
and Australian English speakers. Additionally, students practiced essay writing using the
Criterion Online Writing Evaluation service.

A post-course survey indicated that students found this course beneficial. Feedback from
the simulated interviewers and Criterion has helped us to conduct a needs analysis for future
IELTS courses. Preliminary results indicate students lack the ability to “hedge” or “soften”
their responses and at times come across as abrupt or even rude. Moreover, students have not
internalized the phrases needed to ask politely for clarification from the interviewers. In the
writing section, students struggle with essay structure, in particular the introductory and
concluding paragraphs. Moreover, deficiencies in their range of vocabulary inhibit their ability
to achieve the required IELTS band for this section. We hope to focus on these areas in future

Intensive courses.



@ Critical Thinking Instruction: Is There a Place for Art in the EFL Classroom?

This paper is the first phase of an ongoing research project that examines the
development of critical thinking skills through the study of artworks in the EFL classroom.
Art has the power to elicit deep thought and it encourages the types of thinking that are
essential for critical thinking, namely, asking thoughtful questions, exploring new perspectives,
and making connections (Tishman & Palmer, 2006). For this study, a three-step task was
created for analyzing artworks in which students: 1) observe: describe the details that they
notice; 2) investigate: formulate questions about aspects of the artwork that they wonder the
meaning about; and 3) interpret: form an opinion about the meaning or message of the artwork
and their reasons for thinking so.

This paper proposes that art can be an effective classroom tool for developing critical
thinking skills. For cultural reasons, some Japanese students may feel reluctant to think for
themselves and express their opinions in class (Okada, 2017). The activity described in this
paper encourages students to think independently and express their original ideas with
classmates. Asurvey was administered at the beginning and end of the fall semester to explore
the effectiveness of the classroom activities and to obtain student feedback. In spite of this
study’s limitations, the results suggest that art may be a useful classroom tool for promoting
critical thinking. In this talk, the author will discuss the research results and upcoming

changes to the classroom activities for the current academic year.

@ How to Maintain Motivation with Unmotivated Students

This presentation aims to provide the results of a study conducted with three senior-level
Japanese English educators whose combined experiences total over 100 years gained in both
high school and university settings. The purpose of the study was to find out how experienced
senior Japanese English educators maintained their motivation through the years to teach
unmotivated students a language which many are scared of and often prefer not to study.

This presentation will discuss the qualitative data-gathering methodology of conducting
three 20-minute semi-structured interviews. It will also discuss the sample selection process
used to choose the study participants. We will provide the research questions used to direct
the study and the interview guide used to conduct the interviews.

The data analysis process will also be discussed, describing how 19 pages of transcripts
were analysed, coded, and put into categories/themes. The study’s findings will be discussed,
highlighting the vast experiences the three senior educators had regarding English education.
Various insights will be provided as to how they maintained motivation to teach unmotivated
students, as well as the techniques they used to motivate their students through the years!

The presentation will provide the main message learned from the study, which was that
English should be taught as a means of communication and not just for reading and writing

tests alone, as it is brought to life in enjoyable and practical ways.
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